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A SWEET TIME AT THE MILL

A Christmas special, continuing the recollections of Edward Stanners
as recorded by Roger Clarke
Edward Stanners was the Managing Director of Salts Mill 1979-84. A fuller account of his reflections can be
found in the Saltaire Archive at the Learning Resource Centre of Shipley College, Exhibition Road, or online
at: www.saltairevillageexperience.co.uk

Factories are very good at celebrating Christmas - farrtiette their service industry cousins. And Salts was
better than most factories. In fairness, the building was pdoieitte time of year. It always felt cosy, despite
it's having been the biggest building in the world when it opened. Al B&ad a very strong family
spirit, adding to the feeling of 'Goodwill to all Men'. Even had you not look#eeaalendar, you would have
sensed that something important was coming during the second hakeshDer. Day by day, people came
to work in clothes that fit better than normal. Men took more troultle their hair, the ladies put that bit
more 'lippy’ on. Certainly, | was not allowed to forget the date once we arriletaiber 15th. "For God's
sake don't go in the mending room next week - they'll have you", Pdaves would warn me. What quite
'they' would do was never fully explained, but there were rumoursatiadf six menders could hold down
any man and have his trousers off in the twinkling of Santa'sSeyeehow a group of ladies at the Shipley
end of the long corridor, many the far side of 40, had gained thewtathy of The Sirens. They had mythical
powers. One day, it would be rumoured that one of the young dedigitbdsired to venture into the Mending
Room and had lost his pants - and then been marked for life with boot patistheA day it would be
rumoured that the menders had set up a cocktail bar on one of the mendingTtatdughout the factory,
decorations went up in early December, but it was the Genereé@fid the Mending Room which excelled.

| suppose that was 'a woman's touch'. Individual desks and mending tablegtviga@wneighbours, but the
best examples had some, or all home-made decorations analitttees which singled them out. Mending
tables in particular lent themselves to a lot of Noelling. ese the size of a large, two-seater, school desk
with a 'table' area which the cloth could be passed over to beegdaiom either side, two metal tubes headed
skyward and these supported the florescent tubes which lit the Botht was an unimaginative person who
did not realise that the real purpose of these uprights was natydloalights and their wiring, but to have
tinsel and crepe paper twined up them. They were ideal for traalitBritish decorations which coiled their
way up like sweet peas go up a trellis. Sir Titus would have bedifietbhad he known it, but we turned a
blind eye to drink in the areas where there was no heavy machirtegylast couple of days before 'breaking
up'. The last full day, usually the 23rd, was particularly convivieérifone was ‘demob happy' and we all
knew - management and shopfloor alike - that, despite the holiday natlbffstarting until 5.00 on the 24th,
we would call it a draw at lunchtime on Christmas Eve if we 'atieverything out’. That way, everyone
could do their last minute shopping. From senior management's pointagfthie break was wonderful. It
was the one time when we knew that little could go wrong urdgilrad January 5th, when we went back.
Yes, perhaps the mill could freeze up, but even that was unlik€iiresstmas tended to be mild. And yes, we
could have a break-in, a fairly regular happening then, partigutafihe New Mill. But even villains celebrate
Christmas, and they usually gave us a little holiday So the three Dirkntwsthat they would have as good
a break as everyone el¥mu may even suspect that we - the 'high-ups' - would have a much better time tha
everyone else since the 70's and 80's were an age when supphkeosigguite lavish gifts at Christmas. But,
rightly, these came in the main to Alan Dawes, our Productioecioir, and he shared them out very fairly
amongst his team. Perhaps | got the odd bottle of whisky, but iswas a rare occasion that | cannot
remember it. Those who had done the hard work in the production teamedreff most of the seasonal fare,
as was only correct. Perhaps the strangest part of the@ftistmas, though, was coming back to work after
the holiday. Most of us agreed - we were secretly pretty haplpg back. It was partly because we were jaded
by too much food and drink, but also because there really was sucliyadiainit and it was nice to hear of
everyone's exploits - who had fallen out with whom, who had 'got off' with whom, et.cetera

Yes, Christmas was a sweet time at the mill.

SANTA SPECIALS THIS YEAR

The ever popular 'Santa Specials' will be running on the Shipley Glenrdmway for the first three
weekends in December from 11.am — 4.30pm.




A SPECIAL Saltaire Sentinel SUPPLEMENT

in remembrance, on the first anniversary of his death, of

DENYS GORDON LOCKSLEY SALT

4 May 1918 — 21 December 2014
Salt Family Historian
the Great-grandson of Sir Titus Salt, Grandson of Titus Salt Jr, Son of Harold Salt

A tribute to Denys Salt is now a permanent installation in Salts Mill.
The following pages of this specia supplement contain exclusive contributions, gratefully
acknowledged, from readers who knew Denys well.




DaveKing recollects:

To me Denys was the quintessential English gentlemen - pdldaaghtful, generous and
unassuming. Many people will have commented on his charm and egs#itng on with
people. He had that twinkle in his eye up to the end, especidhythng ladies, all of whom
were captivated by him. He was an accomplished speaker and déuddbdat a subject at
the drop of a hat without any previous chance to prepare what to sagdiory of past
events was remarkable for a person of his age. He reguttehydad the Saltaire Festival,
well into his nineties; not an easy journey from Graz to 3aljthdut he did it. When at the
Festival, he would always make a point of visiting the Beer Féstithe Saltaire Brewery. |
remember at one Festival we were sitting in the largejuneg when a sudden deluge of rain
came down.

In minutes water was flowing through the marquee and under ourttablelepth of a few
inches. There was nothing we could do other than to tuck our knees undemsutoctaise
our feet and Denys joined in the fun. In that same year his doctaadvésed him to not
overdo his consumption of alcohol, but he did not refuse a drink. When asked heamele
quip along the lines of 'make sure the rain doesn't water down the beer.’

Denys was meticulous in the organisation of his paperwork. When &z and | visited
him in Graz for his 95th birthday we were astounded to see hisovgalhised filing system,
all neatly labelled and arranged in order. Not only did he redtdeakt-mails he was sent but
he also kept a paper copy of each one. It was the same with hiscotrespondence. He
must have had many friends in many parts of the world to whom he,vadtif you were on
his Christmas card list you would receive a card each year, andthgust a signature, but
also with a few lines which showed his personal interest in you.

When Dave Shaw and | visited him in Graz he was obviously overjbgeadve had done so.
His hospitality was outstanding and when we left we were showeitd requests to come
again whenever we wished. Unfortunately, this was the last tieneave to see him as he
died approximately eighteen months |la&te still hold fond memories of our visit.

My cousin Denys was the last of his generation on my branch of the Salt yamvlich
descends from Titus Salt Jnr. and his wife Catherine. His feitn@id had been born to them
at Milner Field in 1868, and | have always felt that Denys wahrect link back to thos{
confident and heady days at Saltaire.

| got to know Denys in London in the 1960s, when he would sometimes inviter reepper
at his elegant and orderly flat in Holland Park, a welcome chiaogemy somewhat scruffief
art student life. He would talk about the history of the Saltlfawhich is in fact remarkably
small and not very prolific, and would show me some of the photographs, dosutatets
and objects that he had collected over the years. In his rtthe asofficial family historian
he was very skilled at gathering up and sorting out the somfofmation that is ofter]
considered unimportant, and tends to get lost forever when someone in the family dies.
Over the last few years he had been passing some of it on taunk of which has now begn
deposited in the SalArchive at Shipley College, where it is proving to be a very useiutce
of information to the keen and active group of local historians. Heahasnarkably good
memory for facts, as well as being a witty and engadioyteller. The spirit of Denys wil
live on in his long and strong connections with the people of Saltmne,in the many
documents and objects in the Archive which he collected and saved from oblivion.
For myself and my siblings he was also the last surviving link tayémeration of our father,
John Salt, and will be much missed. Nicholas Salt
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Denys with his wife Eva.

Dave Shaw shareswith us hishappy memories:

As the great grandson of Sir Titus and Lady Caroline, and grandson of Titus Jr laexn@at
Salt, Denys was the last of his generation. He embodied and personified thdynedith
one could relate to Saltaire’s origins. And what a wonderful part he played!

Denys had good qualities in spades — modesty, charm, a winning smile, wisdom, knowledge,

good humour, mischief, enthusiasm, and a willingness to support all the endeavours that
safeguarded Saltaire’s heritage and history and helped its community.

| first met Denys at his London apartment - | wasn’t the §eseration of local historians to
beat a path to his door. He and his dear wife Eva were warmiimileoming of a stranger
into their home, and that first meeting ran much later than etthes had expected — so
many thoughts to share! When he and Eva moved to Graz in Austria inv2®@slopted a
routine for getting them back to Saltaire for the annual Festdlogher major events — he
would fly from Graz to Stansted; we’d then make the long evening thi Saltaire, arriving
late and tired, but safe in the knowledge that Mrs Silver — Maggvould have made perfect
provision for Denys’ arrivalWith days full of promise in Saltaire ahead of him, Denys was
always in the best of spirits. Happy days!

Catching sight of a photo of Denys always brings a smile yofane, and a memory of
someone we were privileged to have among us. What better exaniplewothan that of
Denys?

| don’t know one.

Sir Titusand Lady Caroline would have been very proud of their great-grandson.

| wish | had known Denys and Eva better, but pressures on tmarduring the Saltaire
Festival limited our time together. | felt much affection fomthieoth and grateful to them for
their appreciation of our endeavours at the Mill.
If only they had lived here, then we could havereally celebrated them and enjoyed their
company!

Maggie Silver



Julie Woodward contributes a special story:

Many of us have fond memories of Denys’s annual visits to Salt@efore the advent of
the Saltaire Festival, back in 2003, | remember Denys often usasitton early July when
the Library staff were busy setting up the annual summer SaltaihevArexhibition. Most of
the students had finished their studies for the year and thiswagpportunity to display the
collection and invite the public to come and share it with us. Back in, 198bys had
generously donated many family artefacts and documents to thes&rand of course these
items took pride of place in all our summer exhibitions. Denysyaw@ok a great interest in
the displays and wanted to know all about any new additions, as hgsawareciated that
the Archive had a wealth of information donated by not only mendjdise Salt family but
also from residents of Saltaire and former workers at the Mill.

One particular year | remember, we had 17 year old Shafiq on waénpdent in the Library.
Denys was making his annual visit at the time. Shafiq, regliBenys was a member of the
Salt family, went up to him and said he was very pleased to &neéitus Salt. Denys was
highly amused to be mistaken for Sir Titus; but ever the diplom&tthShafig down lightly
by telling him he was in fact the great-grandson of Sir T@adt. Shafiq was a bit
embarrassed by his mistake but Denys, sensing this, put Sbafigjetely at his ease by
asking him about his work placement. This then gave Shafig the corditierask Denys a
barrage of questions about why Sir Titus Salt built Saltairestwbii course Denys answered
with great patience and thoughtfulness. This is how | will alwaggember Denys — he had
the great gift of making everyone he met feel at ease and comfortable indeage.

Heis sadly missed by everyone at Shipley College but his legacy lives on in the Archive
and in the happy memories we have of him.

Denys was not only a regular reader of$beinel, he was always an enthusiastic contributof.
As Roger Clarke puts it: “It's a measure of the man that he took pleasureippasting
everything which positively promoted Saltaire, and¥gnel is careful to do this.”

Hattie Townsend putsinto words a fitting conclusion:

When Denys Salt's name is mentioned people invariably smils.Wwaimth reflects Denys’
own generosity of spirit and zest for life which made him so apddis greatest gift was
empathy, the ability to connect with people, from crowds of schootlirehil sharing a
re-creation in Roberts Park, to national figures; his interesparwkption was total. We will
remember him as Sir Titus Salt his great-grandfather, coenmléh top hat and beard,
relishing the fun of several Saltaire Festivals; or givingolished, witty and brilliantly
delivered talk about the family to a spell-bound audience irCHie in to the Opera. But
there was more to Denys than an out-going enthusiast and chaanorgeur. He was a
man of understated courage and resilience. In his last decatissghef his beloved Eva
was a devastating blow. For a man so active all his life, tlsedbmobility, when his mind
was as sharp and active as ever must have been deeply figstratihe seldom complained
and retained his lively interest in the lives and work of his nfaagds right until the final
week of his life. Now his photograph, complete with a glass of winggshin the gallery in
Salts Mill and he will be remembered in the United Reformed &@huappropriate as his
understated but deep Christian faith motivated what he was.

Those who had the pleasure and privilege of hisfriendship will never forget him.
So goodbyeto a gentle man and a Gentleman.



PETER
RANDALL

Gentleman’s

Hairdresser
205 Bingley Road

01274 - 597140

VICTORIA

TEAROOMS

8 Victoria Road
Open Daily
Coffee, tea, cakes, scone
shacks and novelty gifts
01274 - 823092

[£2]

CAROLINE
SOCIAL CLUB

Caroline Street, always

has a welcome for all.
Regular Events
01274 - 585140

SALTS
MILL

Opened in 1853
and still

Open Every Day

Attractions
include:

SALT’S DINER
Cafe in to
the Opera

SALTAIRE
HISTORY
EXHIBITION

1853 Gallery

THE HOME
and many other, varieg
retail outlets
ADMISSION FREE
01274 - 531163

JANE HUGHES 1962 - 2015
Jane Hughes, who died on October 24th, broy
compassion, inspiration, and fun to communi
improvement in the Shipley area, as a resident
a volunteer and, for over a decade, as a Brad
Council officer. Jane knew that we are strong
when we all work together, and generously g:
her time and energy to building and sustain
many partnerships and projects across Ship
Some of these were formal regenerat
partnerships, others were informal gatherings
residents and service-providers as in Saltaire, H
Wood, the Norwoods, Dockfield and oth
neighbourhoods, where she worked to incre
community pride and help residents tackle lo
concerns. Jane was employed by Bradford Cour
initially responsible for the allocation of Europe:
funding to give access to employment to Ship
residents and will be remembered for her supy
for the creation of training programmes,
environmental and health-improvement projed
community safety projects, social enterprises s
as Windhill Furniture Store, and the gaining
funds for new community centre buildings
Windhill and Bolton Woods. Jane subsequer
became Assistant Area Co-ordinator, in which r
she chaired many Neighbourhood Forum meeti
across Shipley. She always applied her creati
and energy to ensure that the agendas for
Neighbourhood Forums were relevant and
gaging, and that the voice of the people who i
in the neighbourhood could be heard.

Jane had a great sense of humour, as can be
from the work that she led with school children
help them to produce “tackling dog dirt” poste
including the locally famous “Dog on a Bog
picture, still to be found attached to Shipl
lampposts and never failing to raise a smile.
Nevertheless, Jane took all issues raised by
public very seriously, and put into action h
beliefs that the people who live in a neighbourhc
usually “know best” about what goes on there, ¢
local problems. Many Shipley folk will remembe
with gratitude, the way in which she found ne
ways of addressing local needs and empowe
residents through environmental projects, fun da
school holiday activities and community arts.
Jane’s contribution to the tapestry of commun
life across the neighbourhoods $iipley will not
be forgotten and will continue to inspire all thoj
of us who seek to help to build tolerant, peace
and creative communities.

Chris Flecknoe

[We hope to publish more next month about Jar
involvement with the Kirkgate Cenfre

The SPA

21 Titus Street

The Authentic
Village corner shop
Open Mon-Sat
8am-10pm
Sun. 10am-10pm

01274 - 826534

VICTORIA

HALL
Many Regular Events
Roomsfor Hire

e-newdetter available:
www.victoriahallsaltaire.co.uk

01274 - 327305

The

SALTAIRE

CANTEEN

79 Victoria Road
01274 - 597818

SALTAIRE
BOOKSHOP

1 Myrtle Place
Tuesday- Saturday
10am - 5pm
For more details and/or tq
be added to thenailing

list 01274 589144
davidford100@yahoo.co.uk
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page, as well as:
Saltaire
UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH
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Baildon
| IBRRARY




Notices - News - Announcements - News - Notices

VILLAGE
WEBSITE

The  Saltaire SBentinel 1S
available online, via theot for
profit Saltaire Village
Website, thanks toPamele
Reynolds who manages tl
site at

www.saltairevillage.info

WINTER
BANDSTAND

Free concerts at
Caroline  Social Club
on the second Sunday of
every month from 2pm

December 18
ANCHOR BIG BAND

Saltaire Cricket Club
TABLE TOP SALE
Victoria Hall
Sunday,
December &
Doors open at 10 am.

CANTEEN

PHOTOGRAPHS
Watch this space for details
of an exciting exhibition of
photographs bghy Burhan
which is due to open this
month at the Saltaire Canteel
on Victoria Road.

Cuppacare
Cupacare, in New
Kirkgate, Shipley, is a non-
profit enterprise, kept open
from 10am until 1.30pm
on Mondays and Fridays
by Shipley Christians

SALTAIRE CHRISTMAS
1915

By Colin Coates
On Christmas Eve a supper for 60, organi
by the Band of Hope, was held in the Saltg
Wesleyan Church. Afterwards the party we
out carol singing visiting the sick members
the church. Meanwhile the choir of §
Walburga’s Roman Catholic Church we
singing seasonable hymns in the infirmary h
of Saltaire Hospital. On Wednesdd
December 29 the officers of Saltairg
Wesleyan Church entertained the friends &
families of the Shipley Soldiers and Sailof
Over 200 people attended the gathering in
schoolroom. At the invitation of the Shiplg
War Service Club over 400 children betwe
the ages of three and ten whose fathers w
with the forces, were entertained in th
Saltaire Institute on Thursday 80 An
appetising tea was held in the social roo
leaving the Victoria Hall free for th¢
distribution of toys. Entertainment was
provided by a Punch and Judy show, conjur
tricks and a magic lantern exhibition.

BIG BAND CONCERT
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BIRD
WATCHING
AWARD

At a recent meeting of the
Airedale and Bradford RSPB
Local Group,Ruth Porter
from  Addingham  was
presented with a long service
award, a signed limited-
edition print, by Group
Leader, Paul Barrett.

The Group's next indoor
meeting takes place at the
Kirkgate Centre, Shipley, on
December 4, when the
guest speaker will be
Gianpiero Ferrari, presenting
an illustrated talk onThe
Okavango Delta, Botswana.
The talk commences at
7.30pm and the entrance fee
is £3; children admitted free.
The meetings generally
finish around 9.30pm.
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
groups/airedaleandbradforc

A concert in aid of Shipley Support Group fie
Manorlands (the Sue Ryder hospice
Oxenhope) abt. Peter's Church, Moorhead
Lane onSunday, December 18 (2pm), will
be given byrhe Sultans of Swing
Tickets cost £8, which includes refreshme
To book your place, or for more informati
please contact:

Sally Dyeron 01274 582987

THANKS FROM TRAMWAY

A great big thank you to everyone who ma
the recent fundraising event at Victoria Hall
aid of Shipley Glen Tramway such a succq
including local shopkeepers, Shipley Gl
Tramway volunteers, and, of course, {
public who came out to enjoy the Wurlitz
Organ ably played by David Lowe, and t
Hot Aire band. Dina Plowes

organization.

sentinel@saltairevillage.info
this copy of thebentinel. Please do so with care for our World Heritage Site environment.

The Paltaire Sentinel, written by the people of Saltaire and photocopied by Shipdgge in the heart of
Saltaire every months not affiliated to, nor in any way controlled or influenced byany group, society or
Sadly, sooner or later you will dispose

WORLD HERITAGE

WHEELIE
Does NOT talk rubbish

"So, another year done.

I've had my fill of 2015;

although perhaps I speak
too soon!”




